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ASIAN ENGAGEMENT 
Statement by Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade) [9.09 am]: I would like to 
take this opportunity to inform the house about the important work the McGowan government is undertaking in 
the Asian engagement space. Members in the chamber will be aware that Asia is home to eight of our top 10 trading 
partners, and in 2019–20 Western Australia’s trade with Asia was worth more than $174 billion. 
In 2019, my friend the member for Willagee launched Western Australia’s Asian engagement strategy, which provided 
a framework for the state’s long-term engagement with key Asian markets. There is no doubt the past year has impeded 
the ability of nations worldwide to trade, maintain supply chains and work on key relationships, as the COVID-19 
pandemic has ripped across the globe. However, increasing trade with and investment from Asia will always be a priority 
of this state government as we continue to strengthen and maintain those important trading and cultural relationships. 
The McGowan government continues to help our industries maximise their international potential throughout the current 
global challenges. The WA government is running Asia capability workshops to equip local businesses with the skills 
to export to Asia and work more effectively with Asian markets. We are continuing with the Access Asia business grants 
program, which is in its third round and provides grants of up to $25 000 to WA businesses seeking to build and maintain 
competitiveness in Asian markets. We are committed to enhancing our people-to-people links, which is one of the 
key themes of the strategy, and to building those long-term relationships that will enable Western Australia and Asian 
countries to develop a deeper understanding of each other and help deliver future trade and investment success. 
To that end, I am looking forward to meeting with as many members of the various diplomatic, business and cultural 
communities as possible in my role as Minister for State Development, Jobs and Trade. Next week, we are hosting 
an Asian engagement summit in partnership with the Australian Institute of Management, which will provide an 
invaluable forum for business, government and academia to come together and discuss how WA can be best prepared 
for the decades ahead in our region. 
Although these are good initiatives, there is more to do. The WA government is working hard to maximise our trade 
and investment opportunities within the Asia–Pacific region through initiatives like our market plan developments 
and the progression of key agreements with emerging economies. 
I look forward to building on the relationships between Western Australia and our friends across Asia as we 
peacefully work towards our mutual economic prosperity. 
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